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The year saw another full series of Sunday morning projects in Fryent Country Park. There were many wet periods making working conditions difficult, but we are a resilient and resourceful team and enjoy the challenge. The frogspawn count was significantly higher this season: a total of 1,631 clumps, compared to 674 for 2024. There was a limited Hay Meadows survey during 2024. The meadow restoration at Masons Field continues to show the spreading of several species. Elsewhere, on Sunday projects, we are experimenting with sowing seed in miniature scrapes (so far, Common Knapweed and Ox-eye Daisy) – with a Soil Association derogation. We continued habitat improvement work on the ponds, including some of the smaller seasonal ones. 18 species of butterfly were recorded on the monitored transects during 2024. Numbers of almost all species were relatively low compared with the average for recent years. This reflects the pattern elsewhere in London and the south-east and may be due to weather effects. In FCP we are concentrating on habitat improvement and increasing long-term averages. In this respect, the Brown Hairstreak looks like a success story: an adult has been seen in the park, several eggs were found by volunteers during Sunday projects, and a winter survey carried out by a Butterfly Conservation volunteer found over 500 eggs. Hedgerow scalloping, a regular activity during Autumn and Winter projects, benefits this species by producing  a varied age-structure of Blackthorn (its larval foodplant). The Soil Association Organic Standard for hay, fruit and timber was retained. In the London in Bloom awards, FCP achieved Gold in the Country Park category. Our volunteers put in some 388 workdays during the year, with between 10 and 20 participants on most projects.

A lot has been going on in the Walled Garden during the year – gardening, maintenance work and outreach activities. We held a very successful Open Day in June, and there were parties in May, August, November and December. The Garden retained the Green Flag and achieved Gold in the Small Conservation Area category of London in Bloom. Roe Green School has made good use of the Garden to introduce children to how wildlife is affected by the different seasons, with 4 classes visiting in October 2024 and March 2025 (120 children on each occasion). The Village School visited twice a week during termtime to use the Garden as an outdoor classroom for a variety of activities. 12 young volunteers were working for the Duke of Edinburgh Awards this year. BHCG volunteers put in some 1,809 workdays over the year.

BHCG celebrated its 40th anniversary this year and can rightly be proud of the results of its tireless work in the Country Park and the Walled Garden

Well done everyone!

John Barrington (Chairman)
	



