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We had another busy year in Fryent Country Park, with a variety of Sunday morning projects. The frogspawn count (early to mid-March this year) found a total of 991 clumps within 12 of the ponds. This was much higher than the 2025 total but still below the long-term average for recent years. Summer 2025 was dry – just four ponds held some water throughout the year. Some ponds also contained toad spawn. Hay Meadow surveys were carried out in several fields before the hay was harvested. Most averaged over nine species per square metre. Masons Field and Lower Hydes East had the highest species richness. Regular hay meadow management in Honey Slough West has improved its diversity. More mini-scrapes and poached ground have been seeded with Common Knapweed and Ox-eye Daisy (with a Soil Association derogation) to enhance their visual and floristic interest. The two butterfly transects were walked throughout the 2025 season. These data contribute to the UK Butterfly Monitoring scheme, to the LNHS indices for Greater London and to the records kept by Butterfly Conservation’s Herts & Middlesex branch. Large and Small White numbers were amongst the highest for recent decades both locally and for London as a whole. A few Brown Hairstreak adults were seen during projects while diligent searching revealed a large number of eggs on Blackthorn. A Soil Association inspection took place during the year, and Organic Standard was retained for hay, fruit and timber. Several projects included hedgelaying, often using the simpler and faster conservation technique. FCP was awarded Gold in the London in Bloom Country Park category. Fly-tippers keep us busy on Sunday projects: 355 bags of rubbish were collected, in addition to 51 large gas cylinders, 71 whiskey bottles, 41 wine bottles and a variety of larger items (e.g. carpets, tables and car seats). Our volunteers put in some 390 workdays during the year, with between 12 and 18 participants on most projects.

A lot of work has gone on In the Walled Garden again this year, testing to the utmost the amazing range of skills possessed by our volunteers. A highly successful Open Day was held in May and there were parties in July and December. Sales of donated items and those retrieved from skips did very well. The Village School visited the Garden twice a week for the three terms. Eight classes from Roe Green School visited, and there were also visits from a local Nursery. There were 14 young volunteers working for the Duke of Edinburgh Awards this year. The Garden retained the Green Flag and achieved Gold in the Small Conservation Area category of London in Bloom (and was best in category). BHCG volunteers put in some 1,974 workdays over the year.

Congratulations all round!

John Barrington (Chairman)
	



